
 
 
ASAM Criteria 4th Edition Service Updates and Rate Revisions  
 
UnitedHealthcare Community Plan of Louisiana (UHC) is sharing IB 25-31: ASAM Criteria 4th 
Edition Service and Rate Revisions on behalf of the Louisiana Department of Health (LDH). 
Louisiana Legislature has allocated funding to support increased reimbursement rates for 
substance use disorder (SUD) service providers under Medicaid. LDH will implement this by 
either adopting new rates developed by third-party actuaries in accordance with the 4th 
Edition of the American Society of Addiction Medicine (ASAM) Criteria or by continuing the 
temporary 25% rate increase that began on October 1, 2024, whichever is higher.  
 
These updates will take effect on January 1, 2026, for Medicaid beneficiaries aged 18 and 
older. LDH has revised the Specialized Behavioral Health Services (SBHS) fee schedule to 
reflect these changes.  
 
Please note that room and board rates are no longer considered State Plan services and will 
now be reimbursed at the discretion of UHC.  
 
The chart below reflects the upcoming changes. Red text indicates fields that have been 
changed, and strikethrough text indicates fields that will be removed. 
 

 

https://ldh.la.gov/assets/docs/BayouHealth/Informational_Bulletins/2025/IB25-31.pdf
https://ldh.la.gov/assets/docs/BayouHealth/Informational_Bulletins/2025/IB25-31.pdf


 
 
UHC will update their claims processing systems within 90 days of the bulletin’s release to 
ensure proper adjudication of ASAM services at the new rates and age brackets. UHC will 
reprocess any claims not paid correctly for services rendered on or after January 1, 2026, 
within 15 days of implementing system changes.  
 
General inquiries about the bulletin can be directed to Cindy Casarez at 
Cindy.Casarez2@la.gov. 
 
LDH has published Informational Bulletin 25-31 for your reference IB25-31.pdf . 
 
For questions or concerns regarding any bulletin, contact UnitedHealthcare Community Plan at 1-
866-675-1607.  
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